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In 1570 there were more than 10,000 homeless people wondering the streets Looking for work and begging.

Almshouses were sometimes built inn towns to look after the poor and elderly. The money for these buildings and keeping the Almshouses running was provided by the rich.

The suffering of the poor always got worse after bad harvests. A shortage of food resulted in higher prices. This meant that poorer families could not afford to buy enough food for their needs.
The closing down of the monasteries by Henry VIII in the 1530s created even more unemployment. The monasteries had also helped provide food for the poor, this created further problems.
In 1576 a new Poor Law was introduced. Each parish had to keep a store of "wool, hemp, flax, iron or other stuff that was to be handed out to the unemployed. In exchange for the goods that they produced, the parish gave them money. In this way, the poor could continue living in their own homes. This new law also introduced fines for those who refused to pay money to help the poor.

This was followed in 1601 by another Poor Law. Workhouses now had to be provided for people who were too old or ill to work. People who refused to contribute money to help the poor could now be sent to prison.
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In Tudor times beggars were treated like nothing, people whipped them if they were caught begging and sent them to another town. They would have had an ear or nose cut to mark them in case they did it again, if they did do it again then they would have been tried and killed. 





The church would have looked after beggars but only if they were born in the local area. Beggars from other areas were not helped.





The deserving poor – very young people, very old people and people who were ill – were usually helped.





They would have to live off scraps found on the floor and if they were extremely lucky if they found a very small amount of money.





Beggars may not have had a family as they could have died of diseases. This was often a problem for old people of sick people who needed a family to look after them because nobody else would.





Beggars would have worn rags even through the freezing cold winter, they also only had 1 set, they would often have had no shoes at all.
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In 1547 a law was made ordering vagrants to be whipped and sent to their home towns.


 








