Bradworthy CP School

Foundation Report, April 2009
In 2008 / 09 all of the children, with one exception, were within the appropriate age related band on entry to our foundation class.

Midyear monitoring shows at least the expected levels of progress across all areas.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World was an issue on entry and although progress has been made this is still the case. This is being addressed.

On entry girl’s were outperforming boys and although this is still the case the gap is closing. It is anticipated that this will continue and bring the group into line with observed trends across the school.

The attached analysis of data for boys, girls and all children can be summarised as follows:
Boys:
Based on the progress made so far, anticipated point scores at the end of the Foundation Stage will be above the mean point score.


The only exceptions to this were in the area of Knowledge and Understanding of the World and reading, which is indicated as being slightly below the expected level.
Girls:
Based on the progress made so far, anticipated point scores at the end of the Foundation Stage will be above the mean point score.


The only exception to this is in the area of Knowledge and Understanding of the World.  


Girls are out performing boys.

All Children:
Based on the progress made so far, anticipated point scores at the end of the Foundation Stage will be above the mean point score.


The only exception to this is in the area of Knowledge and Understanding of the World.  

The Foundation co-ordinator / teacher has been involved in the Effective Early Learning (EEL) project and this has enabled her to focus on key issues for development in the Foundation Stage, and upon issues relating to the effective teaching of a mixed key stage class.

She has assessed a range of different initiatives and ideas taking support and advice from early years advisory teachers where appropriate. These ideas have been adapted and implemented as appropriate and she has liaised with other members of staff including the school management team.

The school governor with responsibility for early years has been fully involved in EEL.

The Foundation co-ordinator / teacher has worked to implement a range of different initiatives to improve the children’s environment and learning. She has sought professional advice, attended meetings and courses and visited an example of good practice.

All of the above has enabled her to focus on levels of creativity and she has worked to ensure that the children are able to participate in periods of constructive play.

The class has benefited from full time LSA support.

Monitoring has shown that the development priorities in the setting are writing, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, specifically investigation of living things, asking questions, using ICT to support learning, and finding out about past and present and the locality.

Knowledge and Understanding of the World is a continuing issue.

A review of the job share arrangement has indicated that this was having an effect on coverage in the other areas indicated and as a result of this the arrangement has ceased.
LEA Early Years Advisory staff have provided input on the implementation of the new e-profile.

A tracking exercise was carried out with current Year 1 children in relation to their Foundation Score. This confirmed our view that Early Year Foundation Scores recorded by a temporary member of staff were unrealistically high.
This led to an adjustment which will be appropriately reflected in the children’s targets.
Monitoring across the school has indicated that there are issues relating to speaking and listening and we are currently involved in a programme of monitoring how well the children listen and respond to each other and adults in the setting.
This is encompassing how well the setting promotes and to what extent it is allowing them the opportunity to discuss what they are doing and how this effects motivation.
The issues raised by the process will inform future development.
The setting’s outside area was developed three years ago and, despite the fact that this development had a positive initial effect, recent monitoring has indicated that it is not suitable for its purpose and that it is underused, especially when the weather is poor.
A development plan is in place and the timetable is such that redevelopment will have been completed before we reach Winter 2009 / 10.

Monitoring has indicated that the settings use of the local environment is underdeveloped and this is a key development aim for 2009 / 10.
The Foundation Stage is managed by our Early Years Coordinator who has been fully involved in all of the above.

