Bradworthy Community Primary School

Use of the Internet by Pupils

Dear Parents

As part of the Government National Grid for Learning Scheme and to support learning opportunities within the school, your child will at appropriate times be given learning access to the Internet as an information source, a communications tool and a publishing medium.

The Internet is fast becoming a major source of educationally useful materials and the primary distribution medium for a wide range of organisations.  The potential to support the classroom teacher and the learner is significant and will continue to grow.

There are well-publicised concerns regarding access to material on the Internet that would be considered unsuitable for school pupils.  Whilst it is impossible to ensure that a pupil will not access such material, the school, in liaison with Devon Education Authority, is taking all reasonable steps to minimise a pupil's access to unsuitable materials.  These include:

· use of a filtered Internet Service to prevent access to Internet sites with certain types of materials, e.g. pornography, violent and abusive material, drug information;

· the requirement that whenever possible all Internet access during school hours will be supervised by a member of staff or other responsible adult;

· tracking mechanisms that enable the school to identify which Internet sites have been visited and to monitor Internet access;

· education of pupils as to the potential legal consequences of accessing certain types of material.

Attached to this letter is a copy of the school’s Acceptable Use policy.  All users of school computer equipment are expected to abide by this policy.  Users not complying with the policy will have their right to the school systems withdrawn.  For some offences the Police or other authorities may have to be involved.

The school has developed its own Internet site that will include information about many aspects of school life.  Within published guidelines (attached) the school may publish pictures or work relating to your child.  Please indicate on the attached form your willingness (or not) for any reference to your child to be included on the school Internet site.  

The school’s policy on the use of computers, including the use of the Internet is available from school for inspection.  If you would like to discuss any issues surrounding the use of the Internet or the content of this letter please feel free to contact me.  

Yours sincerely,

Richard Stephenson (Headteacher Bradworthy CP School)
Bradworthy Community Primary School
Parental consent form - Use of the Internet

Child’s / Children’s name(s):                                
As parent / legal guardian of the above pupil, I give permission for my child / children to use school computer systems to access the Internet and e-mail.  I have read the attached letter and understand that the school will take all reasonable steps to restrict access to unsuitable material on the Internet.  I have read the attached Acceptable Use Policy and understand that pupils will be held responsible for their own actions.

I have read the attached guidelines on Information Publishing and I give permission for my child’s / children’s photograph (s) and examples of their work to appear on the school’s web site. I understand that personal information, other than their first name(s), will not be published.

Signature of Parent / Guardian:

Date:

Guidelines on Internet Publishing 

1.  The school has developed its own web site, which includes a wide range of information. The purpose of this is to give a flavour of school life including school news, information and the activities that the children are involved with in school.

Ultimate responsibility for content rests with the Headteacher.

2.  The following guidelines will be followed to ensure that individuals are protected and to comply with the Data Protection Act:

· individual pupils will not be identifiable by their surname;

· names will not be linked to individual’s pictures or individual e-mail addresses (the school’s general e-mail address will be used);

· no personal information will be published without the individual’s permission (or in the case of children the permission of their parent / guardian);

· systems have been put in place to ensure that, where appropriate, information published is kept up to date;

· no copyright material will be published without the copyright owner’s permission;

· links will not be made to web sites that contain material deemed to be suitable;

· access to web space will be restricted to ensure that only those with appropriate authority can publish to the school web site.

3.  Parents have the ultimate right over what information is published when it relates to their child.

Bradworthy Community Primary School
Acceptable Use policy

Users are responsible for their use of the school computer systems.  These systems are provided for use by pupils to support their education and by staff to enhance their professional activities including teaching, research, administration and management.  

Users are expected to respect the property of others, in particular data held on school systems.

The school reserves the right to examine or delete any files held on its computer systems and to monitor any Internet sites visited.

The following are not permitted:

· sending or displaying offensive messages or pictures;

· using obscene language;

· harassing, insulting or attacking others;

· damaging computer systems or networks;

· violating copyright laws;

· using passwords belonging to other users;

· amending folders, work or files of other users;

· intentionally wasting resources;

· accessing systems without authority or permission;

· deliberately introducing computer viruses onto a school system;

· accessing material that is considered unsuitable or introducing such material onto school systems;

· employing school systems for commercial purposes;

· theft of equipment, both hard and software;

· private use of school systems which falls outside the school’s Private Use policy;

· posting anonymous messages and forwarding chain letters.

