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Rich children in Stuart times did not have televisions so they had to entertain themselves with books, toys, hoops, toy ships and replicas. Adults would go to the theatre to see fabulous work such as William Shakespeare’s. 


William Shakespeare has written many famous, entertaining plays like Romeo and Juliet which had the power to charm. He performed all of his creations in the Globe Theatre located in London. His work was very popular and big crowds would come to watch.
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To be or not to be……. That is the question….





Executions were also a source of entertainment as thousands of people attended to see the betrayers and perpetrators serve their punishment.� 


�


�There were lots of grand executions in the 1600’s but one of the best was the execution of Black Tom. Black Tom. Black Tom’s real name was Thomas Wentworth and he was an Earl who ran Ireland for the King. He supported protestants but when his plans to invade Scotland failed he was blamed and sentenced to death. The King could have saved him but didn’t.


Thousands attended the death sentence in 1641. There was a big fayre with acrobats, wrestling and bear baiting. Market Stalls sold food and beer and they even built stands for people to watch the execution from.


Every on had a great time …. Except for Black Tom !!!

















Books and newspapers were also a source of entertainment.�On the subject of newspapers ‘The London Gazette’ was one of the first newspapers ever to be published in England. It was published in 1665 and can still be bought today.





Did you know most rich people often had a pond in they’re back garden? So when it froze in the winter season they bought a skittle set and played it on the ice! Cool eh? 
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In 1653 Oliver Cromwell became the ruler of Britain. He was a Puritan and believed that people should live simple lives. He made laws to try and stop people from doing fun things like dancing, gambling, horse riding or going to the theatre.


This didn’t make him very popular with a lot of people.








Bear baiting was a popular and cruel sport in Stuart times.


A bear would be chained to a stake in a pit with its mouth muzzled to stop it biting. Dogs would attack it and people would bet on whether the bear or the dogs would win.








