[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.emf]
[image: image3.jpg]













Poor houses didn’t have any widows  because glass was very expensive, instead they had small holes in the wall.


The poor people slept on 


straw mattresses on the earth floor. The 


roof was made of straw that was patched. Furniture was very simple and homemade.








Wooden cabins


In Stuart times, poor people had small wooden cabins. This is how they are made: people usually made them from easily found wood, such as timber. They used to make a wooden frame, with wattle, a kind of basketwork made from thin, flexible branches, in the spaces. Over the wattle, clay was smeared to create an airtight wall. Some still survive in Europe. If they had fireplaces they would burn their houses down.
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The Parish church was the most important building in the village. It was often the only building made of stone. During the Civil War it had a bell that only rang when danger was coming into the village.








The outside of rich people’s houses had gigantic gardens which usually had trees, vegetables, herbs and flowers in them. The biggest houses would even have mazes made from high hedges. Some houses would even have parks where 


they could hunt deer. 
















































































The rich buildings were decorated with fancy decorating on the furniture. The furniture was sually made of oak    and a lot of buildings had servants working in them.                            





This is a painting of a Stuart Mansion that was built in Sussex. 





Towns were very crowded and busy. Houses were built of wood and were very close together in dark narrow streets. This is one reason why the Fire of London spread so quickly.


Shopkeepers would live above their shops and things would have been made there too.


A record from 1619 showed that in one bakery there were 14 different people. The baker, his wife, 4 children, 4 workers, 2 apprentices and 2 maids. The baker must have been quite well off because he spent nearly £7 each week running his shop.





In Stuart England there were about 6 million people. Most lived in the country. About 1½ million were farmers, 2 million were farm workers and 1½ million people were very poor.





Rich people liked to show off by building very big houses which were decorated with fancy decorations like coats of arms.�They showed how rich they were by having lots of glass windows and by building lots of chimneys 
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The great houses would have had lots of servants to do all of the work.








What is Rich?�£1 in 1650 is worth about £100 today.��A labourer would have earned about £14 a year.�A Yeoman was quite well off and earned about £50 a year.� The gentry were very well off and earned up to £500 a year.�The very richest people might earn over £1000 a year.





Inside a Stuart Mansion�Mansions are really big houses which the richest landowners lived in. Mansions have lots of rooms, sometimes as many as a hundred. There would have been a great hall where the family had meals and where parties were held. �A lot of money was spent making the house look beautiful. There would have been huge fireplaces, oak panelled walls, big staircases and loads of expensive painting and tapestries.�Lots of servants lived and worked in the Mansion House and their job was to look after the family.�Sometimes there were great feasts where guests were fed the finest foods from abroad ( like potatoes, sugar, melon and tomato ) and drink ( like good wine, port and coffee ) and where there were entertainers like musicians, acrobats and jugglers.








