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Fresh drinking water was really hard to get hold of. In towns most people bought their water from WATER CARRIERS who transported it from the country.
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Life in the Countryside











At the time of the civil war in England most people lived in the countryside and this meant that most people were FARMERS.��Most villages would have had people who worked as a BLACKSMITH, a MILLER, a BAKER, a WHEEL – WRIGHT and a SHOEMAKER.��The parish church was an important part of village life and the PARSON (vicar) was an important man. He was usually the only villager who could read or write and often worked as a TEACHER and LAWYER too.
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Water was dirty and carried disease. These men are making ale in a brewery. Even children drank weak ale each day.





Life in the Towns





Towns were very crowded because many peasants were thrown off their farms by rich landowners. Less people were needed to work the land because of better farming methods and they went to the towns to find work.��Town markets were held three times a week and people would have worked as MARKET TRADERS.�


Houses were built close together in narrow, dark streets. They would have usually been made from wood and people worked as BUILDERS in the towns.��There were lots of different traders in the towns, including: CORDWAINERS (shoemakers), a GLOVER (glove maker), CHANDLERS (candle makers), COOPERS (barrel makers) and GLAZIERS (glassmakers). ��Shops were open at the front and the things that were sold by the SHOPKEEPERS were often made by CRAFTSMEN who worked behind the shops.





Streets were often named after the jobs that the people who lived on them did. For example, Mill Lane in Bradworthy would have had a Miller working in a mill at some time in Bradworthy’s history.
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In London there was only one bridge over the Thames.��Over 2000 people worked as Ferrymen  who you could hire to take you across the  river.
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I’m a Town Cryer.


My job is to 
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It wasn’t all work ! The picture shows a special village feast day when villagers had time for dancing, wrestling, cockfighting, bowls, eating and even football !








